THE WORK OF THE CITIZEN

honest way possible. So far as the individual,
however, is concerned, it is not necessary that
he get a public office either for himself or for
his friends in order to promote social reform
through the legislature or through any other
branch of government. It is sufficient to make
himself the best-informed person available on
his subject and then use the influence that he
can bring to bear upon the legislature to act
for the good of the people of the state.

While in some individual cases, doubtless, we
shall find members of the legislature who are
corrupt, and, while most of them like other men
are naturally inclined to favor their own in-
terests, most of them will still feel that it is to
their interest as well as for the public good to
advance the public welfare, and they are usu-
ally glad to receive any sensible suggestion
looking toward that end. Moreover prob-
ably nine-tenths of the social reform move-
ments of the greatest significance would not
affect unfavorably the interests of the members
of our legislatures even if they were inclined
to be selfish, much more selfish than in fact
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